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“HELPING TO CONNECT!”—
WATER, ENERGY, EDUCATION

Activity Report 2020
TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation

Dear friends of the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation,
The year 2020 was marked by changes and challenges. The effects of the corona crisis have been felt by everyone: You, us and
especially those who don’t have strong social networks. We are all the more pleased that you have supported us in carrying out our
aid projects even in this challenging year and in helping those in need. People from the poorer countries have been particularly
affected by the corona crisis and the subsequent protective measures. Many people there work as day laborers and, as a result of
the lockdowns, have no income from one day to the next. As they were unable to help out in agricultural fields, the corona crisis
has turned into a hunger crisis in many countries. Other job opportunities, in the tourism industry, for example, are no longer
available either. With no social security in the poorest countries, people are at particular risk of hunger and even greater poverty.
In our Annual Activity Report we intend to show you what we at TOOLS FOR LIFE have done together with our partner
organizations to improve the lives of people in disadvantaged regions of the world and give them prospects for the future. Our
vision is that all people have access to clean water, basic sanitation and sustainable energy. Furthermore, it is important to us to
provide people with access to education in order to give them further opportunities to shape their own future.

Challenges and new paths
The work of our foundation was of course not unaffected to the effects of the global COVID-19 epidemic. Many construction
projects had to be halted for weeks or even months to protect workers’ health and as a result of the lockdowns; training courses
and workshops were postponed due to the low number of participants. In light of this situation, we have been thinking of new
ways to connect people with clean water, renewable energy and education. With our LOVE IS COLORBLIND and BURNING HEARTS
campaigns, we want to encourage as many people as possible to get involved—especially now, in these difficult times.
With the colorful, hand-sewn face masks of the LOVE IS COLORBLIND campaign, we support people in Sierra Leone, one of the
poorest countries in the world. Like all donations received, 100% of the proceeds from the sale of the masks go to people in need.
The money is used to buy food and disinfectants, and to provide hygiene training in small groups and outdoors.
The BURNING HEARTS, designed and developed by TOOLS FOR LIFE, are approximately hand-sized solar lamps with an integrated
power bank. The solar lamps are used in our project work as well as being offered for sale. 100% of the proceeds go to the
projects of the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation.
We are pleased that with a volume of € 104,690.16 from donations and other income as well as reserves from 2019, we were able
to support 15 projects in eleven countries last year with a cumulative funding amount of € 133,221.88. We thus helped to improve
the lives of many people in a lasting manner. Without help from you, our supporters, this would not have been possible! We and
the whole team of the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation thank you for your support.

Dr. Helmut Rothenberger
Founder

Dr. Sandra Rothenberger
Chair

Who we are
The TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation was founded by the Rothenberger family in 2008. The
projects are carried out with the help of the partner network that has been built up over the
years and accompanied by them even after their completion. The projects we support are
designed to enable a sustainable improvement in people’s living conditions that is permanent
in nature. The motto “helping people to help themselves” guides the foundation’s work.
“I can see that our idea of creating the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation has taken shape over the
last 14 years. I would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this wonderful
experience and confirm that I will support the Foundation with everything we have; also for
its future work. I firmly believe that despite the pandemic, we still lead good lives here and
even in these days we should think of those who are disadvantaged and cannot lead a
normal life.”—Dr. Helmut Rothenberger
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“Helping to connect!”—Our three focus areas
The United Nations General Assembly adopted “Agenda 2030” in 2015. The agenda
is made up of 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) for socially, economically
and ecologically sustainable development. The 17 goals are universal, which means
they apply to all member states of the United Nations. They range from eliminating
global hunger to strengthening sustainable consumption and production to climate
protection measures. All stakeholders are called upon to contribute to the achievement of these goals. It is also important for the
TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation to make a contribution.
Through our project work, we pursue sustainability lines 4 (Quality Education), 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), and 7 (Affordable
and Clean Energy).
Below you will find a selection of projects funded by TOOLS FOR LIFE as well as further examples of our foundation’s work. Detailed
information on the individual projects and the foundation’s work can be found at www.toolsforlife.de

WASH (Water, Sanitation, Hygiene)
Clean water, basic sanitation and hygiene: millions of people lack access to these basic
needs. Physical hygiene is an important basic measure for the prevention and control of
diseases, including COVID-19, for example. Three billion people do not have the opportunity
to wash their hands with soap and water at home. We have contributed to the achievement
of the United Nations’ 6th Sustainable Development Goal, Clean Water and Sanitation,
through the following projects, among others.
A health station with a maternity hospital in Palléne, Senegal, was expanded and equipped
© Ingenieure ohne Grenzen e. V.
with new equipment. As a result, over 1,100 people in the surrounding villages now have
access to functioning and safe healthcare. In the future, up to 50 people can be treated here daily and ten deliveries can take place
per month. The project is being carried out by our project partner, the association “Help for Africa—Water for Senegal.”
A health station is also being built in Iyolwa, Uganda. This is being built on the grounds of the school in Iyolwa, which is also
supported by TOOLS FOR LIFE, and is being operationally realized by our partner Engineers without Borders, Karlsruhe e. V.. More
than 1,250 students will benefit from the improved health care. Due to the lockdown caused by the COVID-19 epidemic,
construction could not be completed yet.
In Kyotera, Uganda, TOOLS FOR LIFE is supporting the construction of new toilets and washrooms for the students of Divine Mercy
High School. The number of toilets and washrooms will be doubled and an additional toilet and washroom will be built for teachers
as well as students with disabilities. A sufficient number of hand washing sinks have been installed and an incinerator will dispose of
hygiene waste. The project is being worked on together with our project partner Ingenieure ohne Grenzen e. V. (Engineers without
Borders e. V.).

Energy
A continuous power supply is essential, especially in healthcare centers. The electrification
rate on most continents is over 90%; but in sub-Saharan Africa, only less than 53% of
people currently have access to electricity. In addition, power outages occur quite often.
TOOLS FOR LIFE supports projects that provide a permanent power supply in healthcare
centers and make people’s lives more comfortable. In this way, our projects contribute to
the fulfillment of the United Nations’ 7th Sustainable Development Goal, which aims to
provide access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and timely energy for all.
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In Colombia, TOOLS FOR LIFE is supporting the construction of a “Powertower,” a project of
our partner organization Adveniat e. V. The solar plant will supply a school in the Amazon region with renewable energy in the
future. The money saved by the elimination of the diesel generator can be invested in better equipment for the school and thus
directly benefit the students.
In Costa Rica, several solar systems are being installed in villages belonging to an indigenous ethnic group and some members
selected by the village community are being trained as solar technicians. The households of 213 large families in ten villages can
thus be connected to the power grid. The project is also helping to prevent deforestation of the rainforest. The association LOVE
FOR LIFE is carrying out the project on site.
In the Omo Valley in Ethiopia, TOOLS FOR LIFE is supporting the construction of a solar power system for the local hospital of the

TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation

Humedica association. The hospital is intended to provide effective healthcare for the Kara tribe living there. The clinic can be
supplied with sustainable electricity thanks to the solar system.
The people on Africa’s second largest landlocked island are not connected to the national power grid. TOOLS FOR LIFE is
supporting the now second phase of the expansion of the hydroelectric power plant on the island of Idjwi in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which is being operationally carried out by our partner organization Engineers without Borders Karlsruhe. The
goal of the project is to raise the level of the water and expand the power grid. More renewable energy can then be generated.
The electricity will be used to electrify a nearby industrial campus.
With the first BURNING HEARTS, the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation is supporting 60 shepherd boys from the Halesala Shepherd
School in Semonkong, a small community in the mountains of Lesotho. Many of the boys have lost their parents to HIV and, from
the age of five, shepherd the cattle herds for a meager wage of farmers, who themselves are struggling to make ends meet. With
the BURNING HEARTS, the shepherd boys will be able to find their way safely at night, to draw attention to themselves with the
SOS signal in case of an emergency and to do their homework. This project was carried out in cooperation with the GermanLesothian Society.

Education
Millions of children and young people in many countries were still unable to attend school in 2019. Many
families are dependent on their daughters working at home. Oftentimes, parents cannot afford the
school fees or there is no suitable infrastructure available. In addition, there are still many deficits in adult
education. School closures due to COVID-19 affect 90% of the population or 1.5 billion people
worldwide. Due to the different stages of digitalization, the children and youth in poorer countries, in
particular, are affected by the school closures.
The TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation is the sole sponsor of a project on improving living conditions in the
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village of Ngollar, Senegal. It consists of a school project and an agricultural project for women. As part
of the school project, the school building will be renovated and an administrative building will be built. Furthermore, the school
will be fenced off. The agricultural project for women includes the construction of a well and an irrigation system for the field of
a women’s cooperative. Both projects are being worked on by our partner organization “Hilfe für Afrika - Wasser für Senegal e. V.”
and local companies. By supporting these measures, we are pursuing the United Nations’ second sustainability goal (Zero Hunger),
the fourth (Quality Education), the fifth (Gender Equality) and the sixth sustainability goal (Clean Water and Sanitation).
Venture is a residential settlement in the northern Madikwe region of South Africa and has 1,500–3,000 inhabitants. Since the
settlement has not yet been officially recognized by the state, the number of inhabitants so far is only based on estimates. The
settlement was founded at the turn of the millennium by displaced agricultural workers. A new community center is to be built
there. In addition to a large meeting room and a kitchen, the new community center will also have two offices for the
administration. A kindergarten for 40 children and an orphanage for 20 children are also planned. The entire building complex is
to be equipped with sanitary facilities and a well. The construction is being planned and carried out by the association
Thunsanang.
Pastor Augustin Kouanvih, himself a native Togolese, has been working for many years to improve education in Togo. Girls in
particular are denied access to education. At the same time, they are the ones who will later contribute to the sustainable
development of the economy. According to the Togolese constitution, schooling is compulsory for all children up to the age of 15.
However, their parents, who are often desperately poor, are neither able to pay the school fees nor for their children’s uniforms.
Parents often forego school attendance, especially in the case of girls. With the support of TOOLS FOR LIFE, Pastor Augustin
finances scholarships so that girls can attend school regardless of their parents’ income.

Campaigns
LOVE IS COLORBLIND! With the campaign LOVE IS COLORBLIND, the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation and our partner organization
PfefferminzGreen e. V. sent a signal for worldwide solidarity in times of the corona pandemic. The colorful face masks “LOVE IS
COLORBLIND” contribute to prevention and send a message on caring for others.
The proceeds from the sale of the masks will benefit the people of Sierra Leone. Sierra Leone is one of the poorest countries in
the world. There is neither a social network nor do most people have a financial cushion. The precarious situation of these people
has been exacerbated by anti-corona measures, turning a health crisis into a hunger crisis. This is where we come into play with
our LOVE IS COLORBLIND campaign. With the proceeds from the sale of the masks, the local organization AIM buys food and
disinfectants, which it distributes to people in need. It also educates the population about the spread of COVID-19 and hygiene
measures.
A light in the dark! With the development of BURNING HEARTS, we have found a way to provide people with mobile, renewable
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energy quickly and easily.
The BURNING HEARTS are hand-sized solar lamps and power banks in one. With the powerful LED, the
lamp can shine up to 300 hours in two brightness levels. A SOS signal can be turned on to draw
attention. The powerbank can be charged via solar panel on the back of the BURNING HEART or via
USB cable. In addition to the LED lamp, the powerbank can be used to charge any device with a lithium
battery (e.g. a smartphone) when there is no power outlet nearby.
100% of the proceeds from the sale go towards the project work of the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation.
Through the end of April 2021, TOOLS FOR LIFE is supporting the organization BILD hilft e. V. “Ein Herz
für Kinder.” There, the donation will be used in the area of “school and education.”
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HERO Prize Award 2020—Anyievo-Ekpui/Togo e. V.
The HERO Award (“Award for our Heroes”) of the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation honors people and
organizations who stand up for people and against unacceptable conditions in everyday life.
Employees of the ROTHENBERGER Group are invited to nominate their heroes for the award. As the
foundation’s Management Board, the Rothenberger family selects the “HERO” from all submissions.
The winner of the HERO 2020 is the association Anyievo-Ekpui/Togo. The association from
Tauberbischofsheim is committed to the education of children and young people in the village of Ekpui in Togo. It was founded in
2013 and has been officially recognized as a non-profit, non-governmental organization in Togo since 2015. So far, the
association has already built a kindergarten, a sewing school and a well for clean drinking water in Anyevo-Ekpui.
Our HERO receives as prize money the proceeds from the fundraising campaign “Donations instead of gifts,” which is organized
annually by TOOLS FOR LIFE. In June 2021, on “HERO Day,” the association will be honored with a joint event and present the
project financed with the prize money.
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„Key Social Indicators“ (KSI)
The TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation managed to collect monetary donations amounting to € 93,991.25 in 2020. Donations of goods
totaled € 9,033.18. These consisted of a donation of tools worth € 1,215.72 for the Thusanang project in South Africa and a
donation of 349 soccer balls worth € 7,817.46 for various youth projects. Of the soccer balls, 52 were used for project work in
2020.
Sources of funds in 2020
Monetary donations
Donation of goods

Use of funds in 2020
€ 93,991.25
€ 9,033.18

Project expenses

€ 133,221.88

Sustainability Goal 6 (WASH)

€ 22,769.38

Other income

€ 10,698.91

Sustainability Goal 4 (Education)

€ 80,452.50

Reserves from 2019

€ 68,258.72

Sustainability Goal 7 (Sustainable Energy)

€ 30,000.00

Total

€ 181,982.06

Donation of goods
Administrative costs
Reserves 2020
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€ 2,380.49
€0
(we guarantee this!)

€ 39,727.00

Our successes in 2020
We helped
• 19,370 people
• in 13 countries (including Germany) through
• 15 projects, we have given
• people access to healthcare,
• educated people about children’s and women’s rights,
• enabled children to go to school, and
• provided people with sustainable energy.

Reliability and transparency
The TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation undergoes an annual review by the
S ANFTENBERG & KAUL
Steuerberatersozietät
Sanftenberg & Kaul tax consultant firm. The audit of our annual results has
not led to any concerns. The annual results comply with the legal regulations
as set by the non-profit tax code. Donations to the TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation are tax deductible.
The TOOLS FOR LIFE Foundation has been a signatory of the Civil Society Initiative for Transparency
since December 2019, thereby expressing its commitment to transparency towards its donors and
supporters.

Our awards

With thanks to our partners!
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